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SWIFT TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE

Dublin, October^ 1694.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR,

THAT I might not continue by any means the many
troubles I have given you, I have all this while avoided
one, which I fear proves necessary at last. I have taken
all due methods to be ordained, and one time of ordination
is already elapsed since my arrival without effecting it.
Two or three Bishops, acquaintances of our family, have
signified to me and them, that after so long a standing in
the University, it is admired I have not entered upon
something or other, above half the clergy in this town
being my juniors, and that it being so many years since
I left this kingdom, they could not admit me to the
ministry without some certificate of my behaviour where
I lived; and my Lord Archbishop of Dublin was pleased
to say a good deal of this kind to me yesterday, con-
cluding against all I had to answer, that he expected I
should have a certificate from your Honour of my conduct
in your family.2

1  This letter has been printed in previous editions of the correspond-
ence from a copy made by the Rev. Robert Shipman, who was Rector
of Compton in Hampshire in 1765, and is said to have been a relation
of the Temples.   The copy was not accurate, and several words were
printed in italics which are not emphasized in the original. The letter
came into the possession of Mr. Frederick Locker-Lampson just after
Forster had published his " Life of Swift," and is now in the library
which Locker-Lampson collected at Rowfant in Sussex.

2  The see of Dublin was at that time held by Narcissus Marsh,
who is recollected at Oxford by his rich gifts of Oriental manuscripts
to the Bodleian, and in Dublin by his foundation of the Library of
St. Sepulchre, commonly called Marsh's Library.   Swift's character
of Marsh will be found in the "Prose Works" (xi, 189).   His own
diary reveals him as a man of exalted piety, although perhaps at times
inclined to indulge in self-complacency, and as Mr. Richard Bagwell
observes ("D. N. B.," xxxvi, 218), with a savour of superstition in his
character.   That Marsh was especially cautious in admitting candi-
dates to holy orders may be gathered from the fact that when re-
cording the consecration of one of his brethren on the Irish episcopal
bench he adds, " in which I had no hand (the Lord's name be praised
for it) nor may I ever be concerned in bringing unworthy men into
the Church."   There is an interesting notice of Marsh in " Some
Worthies of the Irish Church," by the late Professor George T. Stokes.
